








ice and went to live in St. John’s,

The next incumbent, Reverend Mr.
T.G. Netten arrived in October 1911. He
served here faithfully until his retire-
ment in 1917. He died January 30, 1925
whereupon by special train, his remains
were conveyed to Topsail from St.
John’s and were laid to rest at the scene
of his last activities.

Topsail mission then saw the arrival
of Reverend Mr. Arthur Pittman in
November, 1918. He is remembered by
all as a tall, muscular man known for
his speedy travels by foot. During his
incumbency, the Church was the
receiver of further endownments such
as:

¢ A new Estey organ valued at $420
raised by Women's Sewing Class.

e Two sets of contrete steps and iron
rails (still in use today) funds be-
queathed by Mrs. Rebecca Fowler.

e Electric lighting of the Church and
parsonage — Sir Edgar Bowring
and funds raised by the Women's
Sewing Class.

¢ Stained glass window and oak rere-
dos and panelling (1923) by Sir Edg-
ar Bowring.

¢ Altar Frontal, Super Frontal and
Bookmarks by Sir Edgar Bowring's
companion, Mrs. Munn.

Reverend Mr. W A. Butler started his
incumbency here in 1934 and ended it
9 years later in 1943. Reverend Mr. Bu-
tler was here during the 80th anniver-
sary celebrations of 1941. He passed
away suddenly and the mission had to
be taken over for a short time by Bishop
J.A. Meaden until the appointment of
Reverend Mr. Evelyn Clench in 1943.

Reverend Mr. Clench's first wife died
here and he then married his former
sweetheart, Agnes Earle, widow of of
Dr. Smith. They resided in Manuels. He
left the mission in 1949 and was
replaced by Reverend Mr. Joseph
Goodland.

During Mr. Goodland’s time here, a
new parsonage was built on the present
parsonage site. The former parish hall,
now the playground, was named Good-
land Memorial Hall in his memory. Mr.
Goodland became ill and died in 1959
while still the incumbent at his mission.

Reverend Mr. George Camp became
the next incumbent to administer to the
Topsail mission. He served here for the
fewest number of years, just five, from
1959-1964.

The final Rector to preside over the
0Old Topsail Church was the Reverend
Mr. Sidney M. Bradbrook who re-
mained here until 1977, whilst the old
Church saw its last consecutive service

..olloway School Site

The new city plan had not even been
approved before Council applied for a
change to be made The proposed
change is to accomodate a ten story
apartment building on the Holloway
School site on Longs Hill.

Specifically the proposed change is as
follows:

1) to remove the site from the
Heritage Area;

2) to create a new zoning district
which would allow ten story build-
ings with a density of 200 units
per hectare;

3) to change the Holloway site from
the present zoning designation of
Residential Downtown (which al-
lows 4 story buildings) to this new
designation of Residential High
Density (Special).

The Holloway site had originally been
purchased by the developers with the
intention of renovating the existing
building. This was later declared to be
uneconomic and demolition of the Hol-
loway School was started in the winter
of 1984. At about the same time a sub-
mission was made to City Council to
construct a ten story, 110 unit apart-
ment building in its place.

This proposal was not acceptable un-
der the New City Plan which at that
time was under review by a commis-
sioner. Initially, the Council asked the
Department of Municipal Affairs to
make the following amendments (which
are different from those given above);

1) to remove the Holloway site from
the Heritage Area;

2) to change the height in the
Residential Downtown Land Use
District from four stories to ten
stories.

in 1974. It was during Mr. bradbrook’s
incumbency that the Mission of Topsail
became a self-supporting parish in 1967

Our Old Church will celebrate its
125th anniversary in 1985. We believe
that this unique building forms an im-
portant part of the heritage, religion
and tradition of our area which is worth
preserving. We retain our Old Church
still as a consecrated place of worship
and find much pleasure in sharing its
beauty and charm with you.

Old Church Preservation Committee
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A meeting on this plan amendment
was scheduled for July 4, 1984. This
meeting was later postponed by the
Mayor, with the support of a majority
of Council, because of the rising oposi-
tion to an amendment which would
open all of the residential downtown to
ten story buildings.

The proposed amendment was then
changed, and it was requested that a
new zoning district would be created
called Residential High Density (Spe-
cial). This new zone would allow ten sto-
ry buildings and 200 units per hectare,
The City Planner in discussing this new
zoning district referred to it as a “float-
ing zone” which indicates that it could
be imposed at a later time on other
areas of the City. The Holloway Site
would then be placed in this new zon-
ing district. This proposed amendment
amounted to a request for the creation
of a new zoning district to accomodate
the wishes of a developer.

The briefing sessions, which were
held on August 21, were attended by
approximately two hundred people who
objected to the proposed amendment.
Ten written submissions were present-
ed at these briefings to the commission-
er. Submissions were given by:
downtown residents, the Kirk, Con-
cerned Citizens Committee of St. John's
Centre, Lower West End Development
Association, Midtown South Neigh-
bourhood Improvement Committee,
and the Newfoundland Historic Trust.
It was very encouraging to have such
a wide variety of citizens groups ex-
pressing an interest in the downtown.

The points raised covered areas such
as: access to the Church, the height of
the building, effect on the neighbour-
hood and on the heritage area. A recur-
ing theme was that such a change could
be contrary to the City Plan and would
be setting a very dangerous precedent
for the future.

During the latter part of August a pe-
tition was circulated in the downtown
and was signed by approximately 2,000
people. This petition was submitted to
the Department of Municipal Affairs in
early September.

The Commissioner is expected to
complete his report by the middle of
September after which time the
Minister of Municipal Affairs will make
a decision on the proposed amendment.
It is hoped this decision will be the
refusal of all three sections of the
amendment.










