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As a result of the concerted efforts of concerned
citizens, neighbourhood residents, and the local
heritage community, St. John’s City Council voted
in March, 1992 to refuse an application to demol-
ish Bannerman House (54 Circular Road). The
house is now offered for sale by its current owners,
Dr. Stephen and Veronica Walker.

This historic property, which engineering re-
ports confirm is in good condition, is one of the
three oldest houses on Circular Road, and among
the oldest in the city. It is a significant element of
the Historic District of Rennies Mill Road. While
the construction date of the house is unclear, it is
generally accepted that the dweiling was con-
structed in the first part of the 19th century. A date
inscribed on achimney suggests that it was erected
in 1849. It has been suggested by historians that
a portion of the structure may have existed on the
site in 1790 - 1800.

The name “Bannerman House” is thought to be a
result of the proximity of the dwelling to

Bannerman. In 1927-29 the house was owned by
William Angus Reid of the Reid Newfoundland
Company, which constructed the Newfoundland
Railway. SirMarmaduke Winterand Don Snowden
are also known to have occupied the home during
its colourful history.

house which is available to all interested individu-
als. Anyone interested in the possible purchase of
the property is invited to make direct contact with
the home owner.
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Bannerman Park, named after Governor

The Trust has prepared a detailed history of the







HISTORIC
CRAMP HOUSE
IS DESTROYED!

It is with considerable regret that we must
report of the demolition of Cramp's Farmhouse,
which was located at 255 Freshwater Road, St.
John’s. This house, which was the best surviving
example of the Irish-Newfoundland farmhouse in
the city, was built sometime about the middle of the
nineteenth century. The “full studded” form of
construction and the open fireplace were particu-
larly rare in the St. John's area.

The house was also one of the very last of the
original farmhouses which were once common to
the Freshwater and Kenmount Valleys; the only
otherremaining example being O’ Briern’s Farmon
Oxen Pond Road. Occupied until mid-summer of
1992, Cramp's Farmhouse is believed to have been
kept in good condition.

Among its tenants over the years were the
Grandmother of former Premier J.R. Smallwood,
Sarah Cramp. Mr. Smallwood makes reference to
visiting the house during his early childhood as
part of recollections in I Chose Canada.

While the house was not a designated heritage
property or located in a heritage area, Council was
advised of its historic value by a wide range of
concemed citizens and considered its historical
merit. The Trust also prepared a short history and
architectural assessment of the property which was
circulated to both the homeowner and the City.
While some consideration was given tomoving the
structure, this did not prove feasible. Despite the
intervention of the Trust and other interested indi-
viduals, Council voted to allow for the demolition
of the building. The property was subsequently
destroyed by the homeowner in August and anew,
modem house is being built on the site.

TRIDENT- 3.

Organizational Review

Nearing Completion.

As noted in the last issue of the Trident, the
Trust commenced an review of its organization
and structure in late 1991. The purpose of the
review is to clarify the roles, functions and man-
date of the Trustas it enters its 26th year of activity.

In March, 1992, the Trust Board of Directors
conducted aday long review of the programs of the
Trust, its organizational structure and its basic
operation as a province-wide interest group. The
basic conclusions of the review are as follows:

. While the Trust is a province-wide organization,
recent developments suggest the built culture and
historic architecture of the St. John’s area must
remain a principal focus for the immediate future.

. The Trust must develop a pro-active approach
on heritage policy issues; we must press govern-
ments and other organizations to adopt effective
heritage regulations/policies as well as fight to
protect specific structures and buildings.

. The Trust must maintain an effective working
relationship with other groups and organizations
interested in built culture. We must also establish
effective working relationships with government.

. The current structure and operation of the
Trust’s Board of Directors and Executive is satis-
factory, but minor restructuring is required to im-
prove the effectiveness of the board and to clarify
the specific roles of each member of the Executive.

. Renewed emphasis should be placed on expand-
ing Trust membership.

In addition to these observations, a draft state-
ment of purpose has been developed which con-
firms that the Trust’s mandate must continue to
focus on the preservation of Newfoundland’s ar-
chitectural heritage through research, education,
and action.

The results of this review are now being col-
lected into a working document which will be
circulated to all Trust members in the near future.
All members of the Trust are encouraged to review
this document and to provide their views and
comments to the President and the Executive Com-
mittee.







TRIDENT- 5.

Trust Representatives
meet with
Catholic Church Officials

Churches and otheg religious institutions consti-
tute an important element of Newfoundland’s ar-
chitectural heritage. In recognition of this fact, the
Newfoundland Historic Trust has embarked on a
program designed to encourage church groups to
protect and conserve the historic properties, and to
ensure that the important relationship between
religious heritage and Newfoundland’s built cul-
ture is fully recognized.

As a start to this effort, on September 25, 1992
a delegation of Trust representatives met with the
Most Reverend James MacDonald, the R.C. Arch-
bishop of St. John’s, to discuss the preservation
and conservation of properties under the responsi-
bility of Newfoundland’s Roman Catholic com-
munity.

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. John’s
is the trustee of a number of churches and associ-
ated buildings of great value and importance, both
in terms of their architecture, their interior decora-
ton, and their furnishing. Many of the most
significant propertiesin the possession of the Arch-
diocese can be found in or near Cathedral Square.
These include the Basilica of St. John the Baptist
(1855), Bishop’sLibrary (1856), St. Bonaventure’s
Monastery (1856), and the St. John Arch (1857).
Together with Presentation Convent (1853), the
College of Our Lady of Mercy (1857), the Benevo-
lent Irish Society (1880 & 1906) and other adjacent
properties, these structures form an integral part of
the street-scape of one of the oldest and most
historically important precincts of St. John’s. In
addition to their contribution to Newfoundland’s
built culture, the historically important linkages
between Newfoundland’s R.C. community and
that of Ireland add national and international sig-
nificance to many of these heritage properties.

During the September 25 meeting, the Trust re-
quested that the Archbishop create a diocesan
heritage committee, which would assist the Arch-
diocese and its sister institutions in protecting and
preserving the rich architectural resources of the
R.C. community. This organization would provide
important guidance to Church leaders on the pres-
ervation and adaptive re-use of Church properties.
It would also serve as a repository for information
on religious architecture, and it would assist in
developing programs to improve interpretation
and public education related to the architectural
history and heritage of religious properties. Simi-
lar commissions have been established by the
Roman Cathoiic Archdioceses of Ottawa, Mon-
treal, and Quebec City. Commissions of this type
are also active in the R.C. dioceses of Valleyfield,
St. Hyacynthe, and St. Jean de Longueil, Quebec.

In early October, at the request of the Arch-
bishop, the Trust prepared a detailed paper which
outlines a possible structure and mission statement
for anew R.C. heritage commission. This paperis
now under review by the Archbishop. The Presi-
dent of the Trust, Andrew Noseworthy, noted that
this proposal has been made out of the Trust’s
interest in cooperating with the Roman Catholic
Church otherreligious institutions on the preserva-
tion of our religious architecture, and out of a
growing concern over the abandonment and possi-
ble future of important Church properties. “Through
efforts like this, we hope to work with Church
officials and to assist them in the effective preser-
vation and conservation of historic properties™ he
noted. Initial reports indicate that the Trust’s
proposal has been received positively by R.C.
officials.






