














DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING:
PROPOSED HOTEL AT 123 WATER STREET

123 Water Street, the corner ot Harbour Drive and Water Street, 1s the site of one ot the earliest commercial build-
ings built by well-known architect William Howe Greene, who came to St. John's shortly after the Great Fire ot 1892,
Located on  a strategic parcel ot land, the building rested above the only remaining barrel vaults lett in the city, with
the exception of the Newman Wine Vaults on Water Street west. When the building was demolished in 2003 the site
remained vacant unul 2008, when Halitax developers Architects Four Ltd. purchased the land tor development.

The Newfoundland Historie Trust became concerned when the proponents applied tor a height allowance tor the

proposed new development, which would have seen a 6-storey building constructed in an area which allows only tor

four storeyvs. The primary concern was that any height allowance bevond what was specified in the City's development

regulations would set a dangerous precedent for future development, and thereby potentially putting all existng heri-

tage buildings in the area at risk. The Citv of St. John's Strategy for Economic Development and Heritage Prescrva-
o

tion clearly states that one of the components of "The Vision of Downtown St. John's" 1s "Low rise buildings which
do not obstruct the irreplaceable views ot the Harbour.”

In February 2009 the Trust, along with other heritage organizations and residents in the area, attended a public meet-
ing held by the Citv of St. John’s in which their concerns could be voiced. While the developer seemed to hear those
concerns, a second application which was subsequently approved by the Ciry sull requested a height variance. The citv
held another public meeting in June 2009 to discuss the revised proposal, which reduced the height ot the proposed
hotel along Water Street from 18.3 metres from the top of the parapet to 17.8 metres, while the height of the hotel on
Harbour Drive was reduced from 27.3 metres to 22.3 meters, The citny ultimately approved the proposal, but the New-
toundland Historic Trust was sull disappointed with the effort being made to make this development sympathetc to

the historic character of the area.

DAILY LIFE AT THE VAULTS

Near the corner of Water Street and Springdale Street of Newman’s Port, cach tour is unique and interesting
stands what appears to be an ordinary stone building with thanks to the experiences and knowledge ot our visitors.
two wooden doors. Once opened, these doors reveal one In addition to teaching people about St. John’s rich past,
of the most historically significant structures in St. John’s: we have the opportunity to learn from tourists and locals
The Newman Wine Vaults. Built circa 1800, the Newman alike. A couple who had recently been to Portugal (a

Wine Vaults is one of the oldest
buildings in the city and, perhaps,
one of the most underappreci-
ated. The Vaults have been open
to the public since 2001, and i1t
1s the continued pledge of the
Newfoundland  Historic  Trust
to create public awareness about
this excepuonal building,

This summer, we are working for
the Newfoundland Historic Trust
as interpreters at the Newman

Wine Vaults. Thus far, it has been a rewarding experience.
Sharing this building’s history with visitors from all over

critical countrv in the Newman'’s
port trade triangle) shared their
experiences with us and told
us about the mosaics thev saw
there — the original versions of
the reproductions in our posses-
sion. Another tour included a lo-
cal man who had worked 1n the
Vaults himself during the mid-
rwentieth centurv. Not only do
we provide visitors with histori-
cal informaton, but theyv edu-

cate us. As university students,

we greatly appreciate this interpreter-visitor dialogue;
this exchange gives us a chance to develop our interper-

the world 1s exciting. While we are tamilar with the storv  sonal skills and expand our minds.



SUMMER 2009 AT THE NEWMAN WINE VAULTS

The Newman Wine Vaults Provincial Historic Site opened tor the season on June 16 and will be open untl August
31. Hours of operation are 10:00 am until 4:30 pm daily.

Classics by Candlelight

Everyv Saturday and Sunday evening from July 4 unul August 16, Shakespeare by the Sea will be performing The Signal-
Man, The Tell-Tale Heart, and The Cask of <lmontillade at the Newman Wine Vaults. Doors open at 8:00 and the per-
formance begins at 8:30. Admission is $10. No advance ticket sales. For more intormation please visit www:sbts.info

Beckett on Wine
Tom Beckett will be hosting port wine tastings everv Sunday in August at 6:00 p.m.. Four ports will be tasted each
evening. 1Ds for 19 required.

Neighbourhood Strays Belly Dancing
The Neighbourhood Stravs will be performing on Wednesdays at 7:30 for the remainder of the season. Admission 1s
S10 per person.

Doors Open Days

The Newman Wine Vaults will be parucipatng in Doors Open Darvs from September 12 to 13. Doors Open is a
unique opportunity for the citizens and visitors ot Newtoundland and Labrador to celebrate our architecture and
heritage through the exploration ot some ot our hidden historical, architectural and cultural gems. Buildings that are
normally closed to the public or charge an entrance fee welcome visitors to look around for free. For more informa-
ton, please visit www.doorsopendays.com

Rental and Tour Information
The Newman Wine Vaults is available for rental for group tours and port tastngs, private parties, meetings, weddings,
and photo shoots. Please contact the Newtoundland Historic Trust office at 739-7870 for more details.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

The Trident 1s the quarterly publication of the Newtfoundland Historic Trust and is distributed to our members and
subscribers. We accept short articles pertaining to the architecture and built heritage of Newfoundland and Lab-
rador, historic sites and monuments, preservadon reports, book reviews, and other matters of interest to those in
heritage-related fields. Specific studies or reports on buildings in the province are encouraged. We also accept event
notices trom other heritage, nonprofit, and community organizations.

Articles should be 500-1200 words, with the exception of event and program notices. Please e-mail all submissions
to historictrust@vahoo.ca with the article attached as a text (.txt), Microsoft Word (.doc), or Word Perfect (.wpd)
file. Also attach any photographs vou may wish to accompany the artcle in .jpg format. Articles are also accepted by
mail. Please send a hard copv and The Trident, PO. Box 2403, St. John’s, NL, Canada, A1C 6E7.
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Megan Hoskins (Lavout and Design)

Deborah O’Rielly (Report on 123 Water Street and Southcott Profiles)
Leslie Pierce (Editor)

Ben Jesseau and Megan Hoskins (Daily Life at the Vaults)




@ NET ' Netrfoundland Historic Trust

The registered, non-profit Newtoundland Historic Trust was tounded in 1966 as a citizens’ response to built heri-
tage under threat. The Trust has a mandate to preserve the built heritage ot our province through advocacy, re-
search, education and outreach. It is membership-driven and governed by a volunteer board.

The Trust’s Southcott Awards were established in 1984 and are presented annually to recognize significant preser-
vation acuvity throughout the province, and to encourage it in the tuture. Awards have been given for projects in
Petite Forte, Hopedale, Byigus, Bonavista, Tilung, Grand Bank, Trinity, Mount Pearl, Greenspond, Corner Brook,
Bareneed and elsewhere around Newtoundland and Labrador. The Trust’s Newman Wine Vaults Restoration
Project began in 1997, The Trust operates the Vaults as a Provincial Historic Site which is open to the public during

summer months and tor special events and programming throughout the vear.

The ability ot the Trust to speak confidentlyv and lobby eftectively to protect our province’s built heritage, neigh-
bourhoods, streetscapes and open spaces depends to a large extent on the degree of public support it enjovs.
Memberships and donations are tax deductible. Receipts will be issued. Our membership year starts in
January. Please renew or join for 2009!

2009 Newfoundland Historic Trust Membership Form

Annual membership fees are S25 per individual or tamily, S40 tor groups, institutions or organizadons, and S15 for
students. Our membership vear begins in January. Send form with cheque pavable to Newtoundland Historic Trust
or VISA informaton to The Newfoundland Historic Trust, PO Box 2403, St. Johns, NL, A1C 6L7.

Name: Email:
Address: Telephone: (h) (W)
Fax:
Membership category:
0 Individual / Family (S25) C Group, Institution, and Organization ($40) T Student (S15)
1 also include a § donation to the Trust.

Pavment by: C enclosed cheque

O Visa number Expiry date (mo/vr) Signature

Please indicate how vou would like to receive The Trident newsletter:
0 Paper copy by regular mail. g Electronic copy (Adobe PDF) by e-mail.

Please indicate in the space below whether or not vou are interested in serving on any of the Trust’s committees
(Southcotr Awards, preservation, programming) or participating in the newsletter, fundraising, volunteering at
Newman Vaults, etc:

The Trident Summer 2009
The Trident is the newsletter of the Newtoundland Historic Trust, an organization dedicated to the preservation of the built heritage of
Newtoundland and Labrador through research, advocacy, and educadon. The Trident and its contents are copyrighted by the Trust and
may not be copied or reproduced without perrission. The opinions contained in artcles in the Trident are those of their authors are not
necessarily those ot the Newfoundland Historic Trust. Correspondence and submissions may be addressed to:
The Trident, POL Box 2403, St. Johns, NL ATC 6E™ or e-mail historictrust@ vahoo.ca




