








Deadline Changes for Restoration Granting
<AGE F(m,‘,a The Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador is currently accepting applications for
S — 4, funding under its Registered Heritage Structure grant program. The deadline for applications is
March 1, 2006.

“We're very much looking forward to this granting session. Prior to this year, we had two granting
deadlines, one in March and another in August. We decided that it was important to review all
grant applications in one sitting,” says George Chalker, HFNL's Executive Director. By having a
single deadline of March 1 each calendar year, HFNL hopes it can better assess the proposals.

The Registered Heritage Structure grant is available to any owner of a Registered Heritage Structure. The grant, to a
maximum of $10,000.00, is matched 50/50 with funding supplied by the owner. The funds will assist with preservation
measures and/or exterior restorations only.

These grants help the Foundation preserve some of Newfoundland and Labrador's most important heritage buildings.
Since 1984, HFNL has approved over $2 million in heritage grants, and has designated 262 historic places as Registered
Heritage Structures. Application forms for the Registered Heritage Structure grant are available online at
www.heritagefoundation.ca, or by calling the office at 1-888-739-1892.
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The Bay Bulls Harbour Provincial Historic Site is the site of one of ";‘":fs Q(fj\r;—%"“% - S
Canada’s earliest shipwrecks. It is the only vessel of its size that L T ﬁ
sunk in Newfoundland during the English /French conflict over [ v g ARy & 1y LT
control of the cod fisheries. This ship, sunk in 1696, lies at the h

bottom of Bay Bulls Harbour in the community of Bay Bulls, located
on the southern shore of Newfoundland’s Avalon Peninsula. The
HMS Saphire sank in Bay Bulls Harbour during an engagement

with a French squadron on September 11, 1696. B Canaon T
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The main objective of the English Royal Navy in the seventeenth T1 Excavated LLJ“
century was to safeguard English trade and merchant vessels “

through two methods: patrolling, and convoying. Merchant ships

often sailed in convoys, under the protection of one or two warships. England’'s three main convoys were the
Mediterranean, the Levant, and the Newfoundland and the Newfoundland convoy was vital to the English crown for trade
purposes. The main threat to Newfoundland was the French, who also maintained settlements and a fishing fleet on the
island. Much hostility was generated between the English and French, and the convoy captains were considered the
supreme authority, since no formal government existed on the island at that time

When the English declared war cn the French during King William’s War (1689-1697) the French decided to implement
surprise attacks on isolated English outposts and settlements, such as Newfoundland. An attack on English settlements
on the Avalon Peninsula was planned for the winter of 1696. French forces were to depart from Placentia for the eastern
Avalon under the command of Pierre Le Moyne d'lbervilie by land and a second force, by sea, under the Governor of
Terre-Neuve, Jacques-Francois de Brouillon. Due to disagreements between the two de Brouillon set out for the English
shore on his own to wage an attack on the HMS Saphire. With little time left to prepare a proper defence, Captain
Cleasby of the Saphire fortified Bay Bulls as best he could. When de Brouillon attacked Bay Bulls, he burned five small
forts and caused the captain of the Saphire to burn the frigate. Cleasby and his crew escaped the burning vessel while
the French attempted to board the Saphire, only to be blown up in a spectacular explosion when the fire reached the
gunpowder room. Ultimately the French captured Cleasby and several crew members who became prisoners of war,
were sent to France and eventually returned to England by exchange.

On April 25, 1974 the Bay Bulls Harbour Shipwreck was designated a Provincial Historic Site and archaeological
investigations were undertaken. In August of 2005 the site was nominated and accepted to the Canadian Register of
Historic Places (www.historicplaces.ca), and is one of only a few shipwreck sites listed on the Register to date.










