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This News Bulletin: an SOS 
An SOS to save our historic sites, buildings, land­

marks and records that bind together our history and 
heritage. It is only through action that those remaining 
w1ll stand to tell our story. 

If the Newfoundland Historic Trust bas learned any­
thing in the past two years we have learned that a sig­
nificant contribution in the presenTation and restoration 
of these sites and artifacts cannot be made by a hand­
ful of people. 

We know that the job we feel should be done is too 
big and the group too small. Even the job of organizing 
and expanding the Trust bas seemed impossible and 
was always put off ''until we finished the church." Now 
we realize this job .cannot be completed without your 
help. This newsletter is an SOS, to everyone who is 
interested in the work we are trying to do. Our work 
must also include a threefold program that can only be 
carried out if you are part of it. 

ThreefOld program of 
1. TO INFORM: by newsletter and 

the use of the media so that the 
public is aware of aU that is of his­
toric value in our province. The 
fact that 17,000 people visited the 
newly restored Queen's Battery at 
Quidi Vidi during the iniserahle sum­
mer of 1988 should be ample proof 
of the interest of tourists and resi­
dents alike, once an ~ort at restora­
tion is made. 

2. TO PROTEST: when historic 
sittes are threaten~ and to help co-

1 ordinate the eiiforts of other inter­
ested groups who endeavour to pre­
serve our landmarks. To protest, 
the Trust feels, is an i.mportant and 
vital part of our work as a group, 
but without the public to back us 
and assist us our protesting will fall 
on empty ears. 

Trust 
3. TO RAISE MONEY: must also 

be an important part of our work, 
so that we many undertake to re­
store and preserve suitable sites and 
artifacts where possible and to com­
mission qualified professionals to 
make records through photographs 
and sketches 1 of those sites which 
cannot be saved. The money we 
raise will be used also :to establish 
an organization that is effective and 
efficient. 

You can save our historic sites 
This news bulletin has been sent to you because of the interest you have shown 

in the work of the Trust. You can now help us with this work by becoming associat­
ed with the Trust as a member or an active worker. The choice is yours to make of 
preserv·ing our heritage-so choose wisely and generously. 
1. AN ACTIVE MEMBER-willing to work on specific committees and projects. 
2. AN ASSOOIATE MEMBER-willing to support our work and to contribute through 

a membership fee to the Trust. 
3. A FAMILY MEMBERSHIP-guaranteeing through you families' participation that 

this work will continue to preserve our heritage for .generations to come. 
The fees are $3.00 for single membership and $5.00 for family. Please take a 

moment to make your choice and return this notice tJo us in the enclosed envelope. 



STONE CHIMNE Y-built by the early Irish Settlers to 
Newfmm and still stands in Harbour Grace as a sturdy 
reminder of our history. (Daily News photo) 

Financial Facts 
Statement of Income and Expenditure 

July 1, 1966 to October 31, 1968 
Income 

Membership fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 159.00 
Provincial grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000.00 
Donations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 4,148.93 
Bank interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61.44 
Net income from special fund 

raising projects . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,204.62 

Expenditure 
General expenses . . . . . . . .. $ 344.31 
Restoration Quidi Vidi 

church ... .. .... . .... 7,792.64 

Excess of expenditure over income 
represented by bank position 

$7,573.99 

8,136.95 

October 31, 1968 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 562.96 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
For the past two years, the Newfioundland Historic 

Trust has strived against strong odds to awaken in all 
of us an awareness of our history and heritage. We will 
continue to strive towards a goal that is not impossible to 
achieve nor that far in the fiuture-the awareness on the 
part of all Newroundlanders and their COIIIliilunities of a 
history to be told 'f-or generations to come. We have up 
to now been a small group, but we are confident that 
you will become part of this movement. 

C. F. HORWOOD, 
President, 
Newfoundland HiSitoric Trust. 

The NeWTfoun.dland Historic Trust is now pre­
paring for i.ts first Annual Meeting to be held on 
Monday, March lOth, at the National Film Board <'' 

Theat.re .tatt_Pleatosantvil~. 'it·e :~~xtenditin·~ a Ysin- [;!i 
cere mv1 a 10n you a en mee g. our M 
presence will give us the encouragement and sup- .t_:~,;_;,;_i 
port we need to continue our work. During the . 

:1 meeting a new slate of officers will be presented, )1!) 
t~ a b-lueprint for the future will be drawn up and a i~ 
:;:~ film will be shown. It is during .this meeting that m 
~~j~ 
l~ your ideas and swggestions can be made known. t~1~ 
A Won't you come. )~ 
:;;~~t:r~=~~~=m~&i*l=I=::~stq&rr:$~fl?~rr~r;~~:~wfm~ri%W~~~tt:~mnr:::~~=K~i~::=!t:~~t:r:~:~tri:~:mmr~1}:.:r .. y ·-:.~;. .. t.., .. :.-:. .. 

New interest shown 
• preservation 

Listed below are some of the projects undertaken 
in recent years that demonstrate the surge-of interest in 
the preservation of our history and historic sites. 

V:ISITORS CENTRE-Signal Hill, constructed by the Fed-
eral Government and opened ·in 1968 by the Historic 
Sites and Monuments Board. 

SIGNAL HILI..r--in progress by the Federal Government. 
CASTLE HILL-Placentia, opened by the National 

Historic Parks. 
FERRYLAND MONUMENT-erected by the National 

Histor.ic Sites and Monuments Board. 
CAPE SPEAR LIGHTHOUSE-in progress by the 

Federal Government. 
ST. THOMAS' RECTORY-combined project of the 

P rovincial and Federal Governments. 
BONAVISTA LIGHTHOUSE-to become a provincial 

historic site and museum. 
QUID! VIDI BATTERY-Provincial Government and the 

56th Field Squadron, RCE (M). 
PORT AU CHOIX-interprative centre and archeological 

site (provincial). 
L'ANSE AUX MEADOWS-continuing archeological site 

(prov·incial). 
T.WILLINGATE DIG-provincial and federal project. 
UNITED CHURCH-Topsail, restored by the Evening 

Telegram. 
TRINJTY MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES-set up by the 

Tr.inity Historical Society. 
TREPASSEY BATTERY-a citizen group. 

Officers& Members 
of the Trust 

President-Mr. Cyril Hor- Newsletter- Mrs 
wood. Goodridge 
Vice President-MIT. D31Vicfl 
Weblber. 
Secr-etacy - Mrs. F r a n l­
Duff. 

Memberslhip - Miss Bar­
b ara M1Jl'1Phy. 
Architectural Advisor 
Mr. William Guihan. 

Tr easurer - Mrs. Peter RistJOtiical Researcher 
Garrliner · Mrs. Eleanor Me!Gan. 

Committee Chairmen 
p ~, '' ·""'t Leg~a1 Advisor - Mr. Ted 
UJ~.L ;y - Mrs. Norman Goodridge 

Goodridge. . · 
Fi.nlanci:al---Mr. Randy BtU Active Members: 
BuiJ.ding _ Mr. Norman Mrs. W. A. MacCallum 
Goodridge. Mrs. R. V. Win!30n. 
Regatta--Mrs. John Cart- MT. H.ans Me:Iris 
er. 
Ways and Mean13 - Mrs. 
R:andy Bell. 

Miss Rae Perl!in 
Mr. Michael Harringflon 
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Quidi Vidi and Christ Chur·ch 
Historical Backiground 

In one m the oldest parts of Sit. John's is the quaint 
fisihing rvillage of Quidi Vidi that has changed very little 
since it IWas first recorded on maps in the 1680's. 

:Standiing in t his Historic settlement is a small wooden 
ohurdh that was :built in 1834. It is regarded as an lhistoc-i­
cal landmal"k and a 'fine example of village chureh arch­
itecture of j,ts period. It houses a IWindOIW datin!g back 
to 11886, the large B~ble and Altar Book dating back to 
its dedication m lff43, an eH that wa laced in 
the ohuroh in 1890. 

The necessity of 
things historic 

By BARBARA MURPHY d~blated and written in to 
To ·appreciate the things law, coul,d be an atflraclion 

of the !Present, to have a fior many visitors-a source 
mlalrk of real ci'Vilizahion andl of great i..ncome for our 
to solidify and strengthen courntry. 
OUr nation it is nece6sary! It ·is tmgent tJhat we make 
to have avail.aib1e for obser- a staJrt on the preservatio'.l 
vamn tlhose lrandmarks of of our Newfoundland cultUTe, 
history w'hiah relfect o'l!l" to prom01te the study andl 
heritage. People who value kn'OIWledge of our history. 
the rec:ol"ds of hiJSto.ry are 'a The site<5 at L'Anse au x 
peqple \Wth a future. Meadows date back to 1000 

Here in Newfoundland we A.D. and Ferryla:nd, Brig:us 
have the oldt:st city in North and ':Drinity are landmarks 
America. St. John's is uni- Of OUlr early settlements. 

Christ Ohurtclh !Was originally !built lby the Oon!gregat­
~onalists as an interdenominational c!huooh. In 1843 it was 
taken over by the Anglicans and ihas ibeen part of St. 
Thomas' !Parish since that time llliltil it was secularized 
in 1966 lfor restoration purposes. 

The Historic 'Drust is now planning a museum in 
the churoh depicting the religious, military and fisihing 
life of ·this picturesque early 16tih Century vllage that 
was the scene of many a tbattle !between the British 
and French troQps for the ultimate possession of tlhe 
Island during the period of 1662 to 1762. 

que and special, a most in- We must aim at stimula~­
teresting city steeped in hiis-- ing and deveLoping the in­
tory and traditions. Are we terest Otf the young people 
going to allow it to become with Sipeci.al emphasis on tJhe 
a chrome-plated site or are role played by the Historic 
we going to pmud!ly pret;;e.rv.~ T-rust. We must promote the 
its beauty, mgruty and past? cultumJ. and materi-al inter-

A record of progress anrfl est of tlhe public and the en- STONE LIGHTH~USE-located at Rose Blanche may 
development in the domes- deavourt;; of the Historic .!>OOn be on the list of lost landmarks. The crumbling 
tic, social :and econOI!ll!.ic life T.ru.st by conducting exhibi~ rocks in its walls are said to be a constant source of 
in St. John's for over four tions Qf all media and by danger_ (Max Mercer photo) 
hundred years as well as the. orrganizing ollher artistic and our orga.ni?Jation so vital in history dn its many varied 
:estoration of fine old b'uil.d.L cultural events in reslloreli a country such as ours where. forms. 
mgs were ideas of o~ gov- areas. . . . . ~usand:s could benefit from Tthe future may lea•rn frQm 
ermnent were funmu:lated, We must InJect new life 1n uroreased eXip013ure to 0 u ~ the past. 
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But wh·ere our 
Like most- other families in St. John's during that 

''Corne Home Year" summer of 1966, 'OurS came in for 
its fair share of visitors, and it fell to my lot quite 
often to be unofficial touT guide around the city. As I 
bad just returned home myself after an absence of s~e 
years a:nd was full of pride at all tlhe new and progressive 
things JWhlch bad so obviousLy happened I found it a 
most enjoyalble -task. 

Visitors were jmpressed, no doubt at all, especially 
those wlh'O were _returning Newfoundlanders iWhose last 
memories of St. John's were many long lean yeam ago. 
Somewhere along the JWay always came tlhe proud boast, 
•'St. John's lis the oldest city in North America". And 
then immediately the UDJbidden questi'On, "Yes, but !W'here 
is our hlstory? Where is some link !W'itlh our past tlhat 
we can see?" I aliways !felt .a b~t iame driving past 
the Hotel Nlfld. and !Saying, "This is the site of iFort 
William". 

Earlier 'in . the Sl.l.mlffier Clhtrist · Church, or as it is 
better 'known, the little 'Oluxch at Quidi Vidi, ihad been 
threatened !With: demolition. Built as a veey early eccu­
menical effort of three denominations, Metlhodists, Angli­
cans and Congregationalists it later beloame a mission 
church :of St. Thmlas' Anglican iParislh. N<l!W in a eTa 
of motor cars and shortened distances it was no longer 
really necessary. In 1966 the building was in sad repair 
and a'CICo.rdinlg to an .estimate given to the Ang.lican Synod 
the cost of tlhe necessary rren'OValtions would be in t.lhe 
neilghboutihood df $20,000. As mUlCh a~ t.lhe decision was 
regretted 'it had ~ lbe made. Christ Church would be 
demolished. 

history? By SHANNIE DUFF, 
Secretary 

Often painted by local artists, object of Sundaly walks 
by countless St. Jcim's ~amilies and of fond memories 
of those for whom it had served for years as village 
church, this decision to demolish ChriSt Ol'lureh raised 
a howl of indignant !Protest. Everybody asked, ·~Wh(y 
don't 'IlHiEY d'O something about it?" "11IiEY let Fort 
Townsend and Fori William go." •''11HIEY didn't do any­
thing about St. Mariy's Ohureh. But who are ·they? 

Spearheaded by a small gro~ of memlbers of the 
Art Gallery Association oil' NewfoundLand and Labrador 
·and a handlful of concerned citizens the Newfoundland 
Hi•storic Trust was formed. Its meetings were indignant, 
energetic and infonnal. and its main purpose at that 
time was to save yet another !lristorilc 1andma.Tik from 
destructi'On. First the members acquired the Little Church 
from the Anglican Synod and it was duly secularized 
in a ceremony presided over by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Seaborn in July of 1966. A Sign was proudly errecled, 

This Building 
iLs Being Restored 

by the 
Nfld. Historic Trust. 

and full of high hopes that <the restoration would be 
ooo:npleted and ready to be opened as a museum by 
the following Spring, .fue small group started wo~k. 

. [ am. sure most Oif you have seen the sign many 
times and IW'Onderedl if and when this restoration would 
show some results. One of the main aimS of this News­
letter is to tell tihe st'Ory of the ensuing rtJwo years, the 
story of t.lhe Trust, it!S difficulties its frustrations and 
its aooo:mplisbm.ents. ' 

JULY, AUGUST APRU. AND MAY where decayed, minor re- Provincial Govt. 
SEPTEMBER E?~b~t. _of 1paint~s . of pairs to steeple, new feit AUGUST 

Church assessed and arch- Qwid1 Virli m C'OIUlection Wltb and shingles on roof :replao-
itoots report submitted by; Spring Exhibit of the AI'IIl ed cl.apboarrl where' IJ'l..eed:ed No :reply ·to letter. to Ot­
Mr. Wm. Gutllan. Total OostJ Gal1efiY .A.ssocialtion. Public- This work exhausted th~ talwa. Asl3.urance received b~ 
of res1lorlartion approx. $15, ity Bl:iJtz preceediing financial available funJds and left th~ phio~e that $1,000.00 .gran 
000. 'Ilhe group hoped to :re- campaign organized by Mrs. Trust with a ded':icit of a wo d be forwarded m a few 
duce thi:s considerably by the Ed¥fue Goodridge. Started prox. $400.00. p- dayiS_ 
use of V'01unteer lalbor. In- April 28th. Week long cam- NOVEMBER SEPTEMBER . 
terior str.ipped 'allld all arti- paign reaNzed a:pp:rox $4- AJ...,nn.::......- R t.--.. 4<1...- Report iir'orn Mr. Guiha~ 

• , , LC>:o~J16!WIUCIIU OOuvo~ ·.r wJU.eat• that .. ~.e ston & d ... ~ 
f~ stored for restoration. 000.00. Announcement made ened with demolition. Meet ... th vu .e .~.ou_n. avL<mi or 
Windows and doors boarded by Mr. Joseph O'Keefe, at ing ca'H.ed by Nfild. Hi!storilc -~ ChUI1C'h . 1~ criltical con-
and made weather tight. that time Federal Member 'Thust with representatives of ru:n. Decision ta~en . to 

OCTOBER f.or St. John's Eaf:;t tbat the the City Council Nlfld As m ~ necessary r~arrs lllll-
Realizing that volunteer Federal Govemmtnt W'OO!l.'c1 ciatilon of A!rc:h;i,iectur~ ~ mediately _and to have the, 

labor a1one would be totally. assist with restoration of the NfLd Historical Society' The olrull"ch pamt.ed as soon as 
inadequate the gr,oup turned Chll!I'Cih. Cheque for $1,000. ' Art Association of Nfld: and ~n.oney .received from Ot­
to ways and means of ra.iG- presented to Mr. Randy Bell, La;IJraJdor and the Junior awa. 
ing fundi>. Speakers fro m financial campaign c h a i r- Chamber of Commerce It OCTOBER, NOVEMBER 
the T~ a'?dress~ vaHoo..> m~, by Dr. G. A: ~reeker, was agreed that in the e~ent Wol1k on foundatlioos com­
groups m St. Johns. Minister of ProvlllC'lal M ... of negotiations break li Ill e; pleted. Cost $1275.00. No fur.. 
NOVEMBER TO JANUARY fa'irs, on bEmalf of the Pro- d!own again between the PrO: th~r . ac tion £rom 0 t t a W' a. 

ApproaCh made on behlal( \tincial Govt. vincial Gbvt and the Anrr· EJiicited by phone that deed 
of the 'Drust by Mr E. B. AUGUST I.ican Synod ·a special ~ ... of ownership of Church and 
Foran to Historic Sites and Booith at Regatta seliling mittee would be f 0 .r m e ,1 P.a~:s of In~ration in 
MDnu:ne~ Bo~, Ottawa, watermellon._ Net p r of it from the above groups "o addlition to detai:.lls of fin&le­
for ~1'l1Clal aSSistance. _ $1:J?.OO .. Engmeer from His- rescue the Rectory f r 0 m ces ~d work complettd 
. PubliCJ.ty and Fund! ratS- tOI"l.C Sites 100.d Monuments demolition. Pres;; Release i.>- ~t be fore~ before~ 
mg campaign organized. Boartl looked at church rmd! sued by the Trust. assiStance can be given. Fin-

1967 FEBRUARY submitted report tlo Ottruwa. JUNE 1968 ancial condition c r i t li. c a 1. 
Assurance given by Mr. SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER Letter sent to the Hisit<mc; Loan of $850.00 raised to cov-

Fo:ran t!h!at Hisf:tosic Sites and The f.ollowing structural Sites and Monuments ~d: ?!" e~. Oh~ p~ted 
Monuments Board had a~ w o ·r k 0111 the Church was as'kling for immediate clari- In tr:"ad1t10natl . white w 1 t h 
proved request for fun.dS and COIJ1iPleted: main reams re- :liication of their position wiilh'l/ oolonial red trun. 
passed recommendation to placed, main sills replaced, regard to financi•al assist- JANUARY 
Dept. of Intdian Afia:irs and tie beams to walls, replace· ance for the Trust. Grant still not forthcom.-
Northern Development. ment of m a in studding $1,000.00 grant :firom t h e ing from Ottalwa. 


